
Ed Opperman: 

 

You’ve grabbed my attention.  Not sure how relevant the McMartin thing is today, but to give 

you my involvement, I was a contacted - probably through a recommendation from the UCLA 

Geology Department where I had studied - by a group of parents who were badly traumatized 

due, as I understood it, to alleged mistreatment of their children who attended the McMartin pre-

school. 

 

 I visited the school and talked to the parents who wanted me to look at the building – a one-story 

structure about 30 feet wide and 70 feet long with a slab floor.  They were wondering if there 

was any room beneath the slab floor.  I examined the floor and determined that it was without 

any opening.  Some of the parents were so emotionally involved, I did not have the heart to offer 

an estimate of costs for my services.  Rather, I undertook a seismic survey of the site with the 

help of a friend, Dr. Herb Adams, retired professor of geology, Cal State Northridge.   

 

The school building fronted on Manhattan Beach Boulevard.  We ran seismic lines in the dune 

sand slopes along the northern and western sides of the structure to see if there was some anoma-

ly indicating a room or tunnel leading to beneath the school building.  On the eastern side there 

was a locked two- or three-car garage.   I was told those garages were leased to some party not 

connected to the McMartin School and that access was not available.    

 

At one stage, I met Ted Gunderson, the retired local FBI agent for the Los Angeles field office 

(or words to that effect).  We discussed matters briefly, but at the time all I could tell him was 

that I had  found no evidence of a tunnel or other excavation.  

 

Sometime later – presumably some years after the Ray Buckey trial - the school building and the 

adjoining garage structure were razed.  Still later, someone called me to come examine the site.  

The building slab or at least part of it, had been removed, and  near the rear (northern) end of the  

razed building site there was a stairway about two feet wide leading down to a room about seven 

or eight feet square with a level dirt floor about seven feet below the surface and with vertical 

walls on all sides.  The room was entirely free of any objects.   

 

The room and stairway had been excavated in slightly damp dune sand which appeared to have 

fairly high cohesive strength.  Although uncemented in the lithologic sense, slightly damp clayey 

sand can have fairly high cohesive strength because of ionic attraction.  The excavation effort 

was significant – amounting to roughly 13 cubic yards of dune sand or about two ten-wheeler 

truck loads.  Unfortunately, not having been appraised at the time I was called of what to expect, 

I had not brought a camera with me.  But there can be no doubt that the room existed as the peo-

ple who called me should be able to confirm. 

  

In retrospect it appears that access to the room was from the garage nearest the school structure.  

For what it’s worth, the Tax Assessor’s map suggests that the McMartin School property was 

Lots 13 and 14 of Los Angeles County (or Manhattan Beach?) Tract No. 1638, and the garage 

structure was Lot 15 of that tract.  A title search of those properties might indicate whether the 

garage structure at the time was owned by the McMartin School interests. 

 

I’ll call shortly you when I will be available.. 

 

Don Michael  

 

 


